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is not a seer cannot produce great literature, nanrsih kurute
kavyam. The intense concentration of the mind is essential,
not only for saintliness but for artistic creation. The impulse
for great literature comes from a higher consciousness. The
possession of our mind by a vaster spirit is the phenomenon
of inspiration. It is intensity of living, concentration on the
object, which makes ideas take wings and embody themselves
in rhythms or colours. If a poet is lacking in intensity of vi-
sion, in inward grace, in chastity of spirit, he fails as a poet.
Creation implies suffering for the creator. We who come
after reap the joy which he won for us by his suffering,
Tapas is not the passive suffering, however tragic it may be,
the suffering of poverty, of disease and of degradation, of the
injustice of fate, but the active suffering born of love, the
burning passion to raise the lot of sorrowing humanity. The
greatest literary artists are dedicated spirits, priests of the
vocation, who see themselves complete within themselves.
By submitting their whole being to a purpose beyond itself,
they attain integrity.
Man rises to godhead through tapas. Before creation
sets in, there is tapas or austerity, The world is built by the
hands of numberless masters of compassion, raised by their
sufferings and cemented by their blood, santo bhumim tapasa
dharayanti. It is these tapasvins that protect us from the
greater misery and the deeper sorrow. Valmiki, our first
great poet, is a tapasvin, a seer, and he from whom he derives
illumination is the prince of seers. *
IV
There is a feeling that the seers find their ideal in the
still eternities and are too little at home in the moving pano-
rama. Sankara observes that the individual has the realisa-
tion of the Absolute first and then the profound sense of the
spiritual presence brooding over the entire universe, adau
brahmasmiti anubhava udite, khalu idam brahma pascal. The
* tapas svadhyaya niratom tapasvi vagvidam varaw 1
Nara&am paripapraccha Vatmikir munipungavam II
(Valmiki, the tapasvin, put a comprehensive question to
Narada, who is devoted to austerity and study, who is the foremost
among the knowers of speech and a prince among silent sagos.)